“...explosive virtuosity...”

- Boston Globe

“...powerhouse playing...”

- Chicago Sun-Times
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Recent Press

"...nothing quite prepared you for the explosive virtuosity in

the group's closing traversal of Xenakis' Tetras... superb ensemble
work from a quartet with a bright future." - Boston Globe

"Dominating the contemporary world of music, the JACK Quartet
is a four-man super squad armed with bows and strings." - Daily lowan

"...such energy and panache that the performance becomes a

wholly new, involving experience." - Guardian
"...a bandlike mentality and a funky, contemporary vibe." - Washington Post
"...intrepid..." - New Yorker

"The JACK Quartet embraces Xenakis' virtuosic, complex gestures
with deceptive ease... committed, delicate brilliance..." - Strad

"Among last year's more buzzworthy events... demonstrated a
real flair for making Xenakis' craggy string-quartet works
sing and dance." - Time Out New York

"One of the most memorable classical music presentations
of 2008..." - New York Times

"...these Eastman-trained musicians held nothing in check,
plunging into each score with a raw, nervy abandon usually found

in rock stars." - MusicWeb International
"...young and enormously gifted..." - Sarasota Herald-Tribune
"...powerhouse playing..." - Chicago Sun-Times
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Highlights

UPCOMING CONCERT HIGHLIGHTS

April 1, 2010
Miller Theatre, New York, NY
Music by Helmut Lachenmann

April 30, 2010
Library of Congress, Washington, DC
Music by Jeff Myers, Matthias Pintscher, Caleb Burhans, and lannis Xenakis

October 16, 2010
Donaueschinger Musiktage, Donaueschingen, Germany
Music by James Dillon, Alan Hilario, Aaron Cassidy, and Peter Ablinger

PAST CONCERT HIGHLIGHTS

June 4, 2004
Festival Internacional de Musica Contemporanea de Michoacan, Morelia, Mexico
Music by Helmut Lachenmann

April 28, 2007
Carnegie Hall, New York, NY
Music by Hamza El Din, Alexandra du Bois, and Raymond Scott

August 16, 2007
Lucerne Festival, Lucerne, Switzerland
Music by John Zorn, Gyérgy Kurtag, John Cage, and Peter E6tvos

October 8, 2007
La Biennale di Venezia, Venice, Italy
Music by John Zorn, Gyérgy Kurtdg, John Cage, and Peter E6tvos

November 1, 2007
WDR, Cologne, Germany
Music by Gyorgy Kurtag and Helmut Lachenmann

September 28, 2008
Festival Internacional Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico
Music by lannis Xenakis, Carlos Sdnchez-Gutiérrez, Aaron Cassidy, and Aristides Llaneza

April 26, 2009
Wittener Tage fur neue Kammermusik, Witten, Germany
Music by Johannes Schéllhorn, Martin Smolka, and Elliott Sharp
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Recordings

lannis Xenakis, Complete String Quartets
Format: CD

Label: Mode Records

Release Date: May 5, 2009

1. Tetras
2. Tetora
3.ST-4/1,080262
4. Ergma

lannis Xenakis, Complete String Quartets
Format: DVD with 5.1 surround sound
Label: Mode Records

Release Date: May 5, 2009

1. Tetras
2. Tetora
3.ST-4/1,080262
4. Ergma

Kevin Keller, Riding the Purple Twilight
Format: MP3

Label: Kevin Keller Productions

Release Date: December 16, 2008

RIDING E PURPLE Tw|

JAK

1. Riding the Purple Twilight: Allegro dangeroso ’( /
2. Riding the Purple Twilight: Andante mysterioso

3. Riding the Purple Twilight: Presto marcato
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Group Bio

Praised for its "explosive virtuosity" by the
Boston Globe and its “powerhouse playing” by
the Chicago Sun-Times, the JACK Quartet has
quickly established a reputation for giving high-
energy performances of today's most
demanding works for string quartet. The New
York Times called the quartet's performance of
lannis Xenakis' complete string quartets one of
the "most memorable classical music
presentations of 2008," and in 2009, the
quartet received an ASCAP/Chamber Music

America Award for Adventurous Programming

of Contemporary Music.

Comprising violinists Christopher Otto and Ari Streisfeld, violist John Pickford Richards, and cellist Kevin
McFarland, the quartet has performed at Carnegie Hall (USA), La Biennale di Venezia (ltaly), the Lucerne
Festival (Switzerland), the Wittener Tage flir neue Kammermusik (Germany), and the Festival
Internacional Chihuahua (Mexico) with future appearances at the Miller Theatre (USA), the Library of
Congress (USA) and the Donaueschinger Musiktage (Germany).

The commissioning and performance of new works for string quartet is integral to the JACK Quartet's
mission, leading them to work closely with composers Helmut Lachenmann, Gyorgy Kurtadg, Matthias
Pintscher, Toshio Hosokawa, Wolfgang Rihm, Elliott Sharp, Beat Furrer, and Aaron Cassidy. Upcoming
premieres include works by Caleb Burhans, Peter Ablinger, and Alan Hilario.

The quartet has lead workshops with young composers at Columbia University, New York University,
Northwestern University, the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, the University of Victoria, and
the University of Washington. In addition to working with composers and performers, the JACK Quartet
seeks to broaden and diversify the potential audience for new music through educational presentations
designed for a variety of ages, backgrounds, and levels of musical experience.

The members of the quartet met while attending the Eastman School of Music, and they have since
studied closely with the Arditti Quartet, Kronos Quartet, Muir String Quartet, and members of the
Ensemble Intercontemporain.
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Members

Christopher Otto studied composition at the Eastman School of Music with Martin Bresnick, David
Liptak, and Robert Morris. As a violinist, Christopher has premiered many compositions and worked with
such composers as Harrison Birtwistle, Pierre Boulez, Helmut Lachenmann, and Steve Reich. Christopher
has participated as composer and performer in such contemporary music festivals as the Lucerne
Festival Academy, Internationale Musikinstitut Darmstadt, Karlheinz Stockhausen Courses, Institute and
Festival for Contemporary Performance at the Mannes College of Music, June in Buffalo, and Festival
Internacional de Musica Contemporanea de Michoacan.

Ari Streisfeld began playing the violin at age six and grew up studying with Philadelphia Orchestra
members Paul Arnold and Yayoi Numazawa. He received his bachelor’s degree from the Eastman
School of Music studying with Zvi Zeitlin and his master’s degree from Northwestern University
studying with Almita Vamos. He was a member of Dal Niente and has worked with composers Steven
Mackey, Bernard Rands, Robert Morris, Carlos Sanchez-Gutierrez, Ricardo Zohn Muldoon, and David
Liptak. Ari attended the Music Academy of the West, New York String Orchestra Seminar, Kent/Blossom
Music Festival, and the Lucerne Festival Academy. He was a recipient of an ASCAP Morton Gould Young
Composer Award and currently resides in Cambridge, MA while pursuing his Doctorate of Musical Arts
at Boston University studying with Peter Zazofsky.

John Pickford Richards holds degrees from the Interlochen Arts Academy and Eastman School of Music
where his primary teachers were David Holland and John Graham. He is a member of Alarm Will Sound,
bringing him into close contact with such composers as John Adams, Wolfgang Rihm, Meredith Monk,
and Steve Reich at venues including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and The Roxy. John has performed as
soloist with the Pasadena Symphony Orchestra, Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra, Ossia New Music,
and performed the solo part to Luciano Berio's Chemins Il at the Lucerne Festival Academy under the
direction of Pierre Boulez. He taught for three years at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and is
now living in New York.

Kevin McFarland is currently infiltrating the New York City new music scene as a recent transplant from
his hometown of Lancaster, PA. As a freelance musician, he has recently appeared with ensembles such
as Alarm Will Sound, Dal Niente, the International Contemporary Ensemble (ICE), Signal, and the
Wordless Music Orchestra. He is also a member of the Tarab Cello Ensemble, a new music cello octet,
with whom he has recorded for Bridge Records. Kevin holds a degree from the Eastman School of Music,
where he studied composition with David Liptak, Robert Morris, and Ricardo Zohn-Muldoon, and cello
with Steven Doane. At Eastman he performed often with new music ensembles Ossia and Musica Nova
and premiered over one hundred student compositions. He continues to compose both acoustic and
electronic music and lives in Brooklyn.
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Outreach

The JACK quartet is committed to fostering future performers and listeners of contemporary music, and to that
end JACK offers various workshops, master classes and performances dedicated to outreach and education.

Concerts

Pre-concert Talks

The JACK Quartet enjoys the opportunity to talk about their concert programs, giving background, historical
information, and examples for the audience prior to performances. In this way, the quartet hopes to make
difficult and complex music less difficult to appreciate.

Guided Performances

In a performance/lecture format, JACK guides the audience through the unique world of each composition with
explanations, discussions, and question and answer periods. The quartet also discusses how the ensemble
approaches a new work, as well as the process of rehearsing and performing the compositions.

College/University

Workshops with Composers

JACK hosts reading sessions of works by young and emerging composers, giving composers an opportunity to
hear their work and receive feedback on issues ranging from contemporary notation to string techniques. A
highly interactive experience, composers come away with a wealth of feedback and a recording which will be a
valuable asset in their pursuit for future opportunities.

Workshops with Performers

Workshops are offered in a number of formats for performers including chamber music coachings, talks and
demonstrations on topics such as contemporary notation, rehearsal techniques, the business of operating a
chamber music ensemble, and more.

Master Classes

Master classes are offered by JACK for chamber groups as well as students of each instrument. Also, private
lessons are available for more personal instruction and feedback. Furthermore, composition master classes and
individual sessions are offered by the two trained composers in JACK.

K-12

Educational Presentations (flexible duration, typically 30-60 minutes)

JACK offers an introduction to various musical concepts (dependent on age and grade level), introductions to
each string instrument, and an introduction to the string quartet as a musical ensemble. The presentations
combine playing, talking, and interactive activities that are engaging for all.

Children’s Concerts (flexible duration, typically 30-60 minutes)

A short concert of diverse music intended to introduce children to strings, the string quartet, and the many types
of music written for them. Familiar tunes and songs are played followed by less familiar works that carry many of
the same elements. The concert makes learning about music fun for children of all ages.
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Organization & Contact

The JACK Quartet operates as a nonprofit organization called JACK Music Inc. Under the artistic
direction of the quartet, JACK envisions a more engaged audience for new string quartet music.

The organization's mission is to present, promote and educate the public community about new
music as well as expand and enhance the depth of the string quartet repertoire by collaborating
with composers on the interpretation of existing works and the commissioning of new works.

Board of Directors:
John Graham

Kevin McFarland
Christopher Otto
Matthias Pintscher
John Pickford Richards
Ari Streisfeld

Bookings & Press Contact:

Peter Robles

SeriousMusicMedia
probles@seriousmusicmedia.com
Phone: (646) 386-7057

Fax: (646) 478-9004
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